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Deadline for theSeptember edition isAugust 25.

Zamora
News

Anthony West is Elected
to Third Term as Trustee

Zamora’s Potentate in
2000 was Illustrious Sir
Anthony West. After serv-
ing his Temple, he contin-
ued working for Shriners
International. He has
served on Hospital Boards
in Greenville and Mexico
City. He also has served
two three year terms as a
Trustee for Shriners
Hospitals for Children.
At the 2019 Imperial

Session, Illustrious Sir
Anthony West was re-
elected to his third term as

a trustee. Zamora is quite
proud of the work Noble
West does and the count-
less hours he spends help-
ing grow this great philan-
thropy.
After his election,

Illustrious Sir West said he
was not sure what he
would do at the end of this
term, and to be honest he
really hadn’t thought about
it. He says he had a great
deal of work to do within
the next three years, and he
wants to focus on that.

New Imperial Potentate Elected for
Shriners International for 2019-2020

Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder was
elected as Imperial Potentate at
the 2019 Imperial Session held in
Nashville, Tennessee, which was
held June 30- July 4. Imperial Sir
Sowder is a “self declared small
town farmer” from Toronto,
Kansas. Sowder was the first Past
Grand Master to be elected as
Imperial Potentate. Imperial Sir
Sowder and First Lady Cheryl
Sowder expressed their excite-
ment at the opportunity afforded
them for the upcoming year.
One important piece of legisla-

tion addressed at the Imperial
Session was to help restore the
Masonic/Shrine relationship of
members in Arkansas. Since
November of 2012, Masons in the
state of Arkansas were forbidden
to be members of the Shrine
because of an order of their Grand

Lodge. Several Masons were
expelled over the rule.
The current Grand Master of

Arkansas’ Grand Lodge, Jesse
Sexton, issued an edict that recog-
nized Shriners International as a
“civic organization.” This edict
permits Arkansas Masons to again
be members of Shriners
International. Imperial Sir Sowder
immediately sent a letter to all
Shriners in Arkansas announcing
the  new change.
In the letter, Sowder wrote, “In

response to significant positive
steps taken by the Grand Lodge of
Arkansas at its February 2019
Grand Communication, Shriners
International passed a resolution
during its 2019 Imperial Session,
that as of July 16, 2019, all new
initiates for Shrine membership in
Arkansas must be Master Masons

in good standing.
“The resolution has no current

impact on Arkansas Shriners who
are not currently Masons.
However, Arkansas Masons are
now immediately permitted to
petition for membership in our
two Arkansas Shrine Temples,
Scimitar Shriners and Sahara
Shriners.”
Imperial Sir Sowder also dis-

cussed his program for Shrine
Membership. As all Nobles are
aware, they are members of the
Membership Committee. He has
started a program he has named
“Just One” where members are
encouraged to recruit only one
member this year and in doing so
will double our membership.
Information was made available
to those in attendance.

Zamora Chief Rabban Kirk “Moose” Pearson, Jr.; Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder; and Zamora
Potentate Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne Thomas.

See
more

pictures
from

Imperial
2019

inside! 
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From the desk of the Potentate
Hello, Men,
You’ve all heard the expres-

sion, “Time flies when you are
having fun.” I can assure you
that no truer words were ever
spoken. I have had the time of
my life serving as your
Potentate, and by the time you
get this paper, I will have just
five months left in 2019.I am
so grateful for the opportunity
you have given me here at
Zamora.
Since our last paper, I have

been in a whirlwind of activi-
ties. It all started with the
Rainbow Girls coming to
Zamora. They generously gave
us a check and also asked your
Chief Rabban Kirk “Moose”
Pearson and myself to join
them so we could be made
official Rainbow Girls.
Without giving away their cer-
emony, I will just say I looked
a lot better than Moose did at
the end of the day!
The next morning, I left for

Nashville, Tennessee for the
2019 Imperial Session. There
was a great deal of legislation
that we had to address, and I
think we voted for the best
interest of Zamora as well as
Shriners International. You
should be proud of your dele-
gates; Past Potentates Greg
Gregerson and Ron Patrick,
Chief Rabban Moose Pearson,
Assistant Rabban Tim
Vaughan and I attended each
session and served our Temple.
We also had our Recorder
Jimmy Sills, Emeritus
Recorder Fred Slaney, our
Treasurer Tom Gaskins, and

Larry Carr who serves on the
hospital board for Mexico City
during the sessions.
We had barely gotten home

and settled in before we came
back to Zamora the following
Tuesday for the Paper Sale
Kickoff. I was a little disap-
pointed in the small number,
but that did not discourage
your 1st Ceremonial Master
Danny Williams. He organized
a great event, and we even had
a great meal to boot! I would
also like to thank the groups
and individuals who presented
checks for the Paper Sale, this
is how we are able to help our
hospital kids.
Then, just four short days

later, I met with several mem-
bers of your Divan to serve the
DeMolay boys and their guests
at their Conclave on July 13.
These young men really
impressed me at how mature
they were and how confident
they seemed to be. They are
our future, and I’m sure we are
in good hands. I know Brother
Fred Slaney was upset that he
couldn’t be there, but we will
continue to pray for you,
Brother Fred!
The next weekend, High

Priest and Prophet Charley
Pope worked us all at the Deer
Expo at the Birmingham
Jefferson Civic Center. We
sold tickets for our
Sportsman’s Giveaway which
will be held on August 24.
Remember, this is our biggest
fundraiser of the year. Please
get behind Charley and help
him have a record year on this

event!
Finally, on July 24, we had

another meeting of the
Lineville Car Show. Through
the hard work of Brother
Winston Each and his commit-
tee, we have been able to give
a lot of money to the
Greenville Hospital. I really
appreciate all that they do.
As we are looking ahead,

we are planning a Ceremonial
with a Taste of Zamora for
October. I would like to
encourage you to visit your
Blue Lodges and find men that
may make good Shriners. Our
membership is dropping at
Zamora, and we need to see
what we can do to turn that
around. We have one of the
greatest Shrine Centers in all of
the world. Let’s be proud of
that, and bring more men into
this great Fraternity.
In closing, I would like to

thank each of you for all that
you do at Zamora, and don’t
forget the three magic words…
I Love You.

Jerry Wayne Thomas
and First Dog Ollie

Thanks for
reading...
Zamora

News

NOTICE

If you are not receiving calling
posts from Zamora Temple, please
contact the temple office so we can
make sure you are placed on the list.

If you know of someone who is not
receiving the Zamora News, please
have them contact the temple office
so we can make sure we have a 

correct mailing address.

We hope you are enjoying your
printed copy of Zamora News.
However, if anyone would like

to be removed from the 
mailing list, please email the

editor at 
zamoranewsinfo@

gmail.com to make this
request.

Email your submissions to zamoranewsinfo@gmail.com

Gadsden Shrine Club to the Rescue
Special thanks to the Gadsden Shrine Club. Recently, the members purchased a set of tires for

the hospital van.  The vans are used to transport patients to and from Shriners Hospitals for
Children. Way to go, Gadsden Shrine Club!

Make plans to attend the Southeastern Shrine
Association Convention, August 14-17, in beautiful

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee!
Contact the Temple Office for registration information.
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Upcoming events for Zamora Shriners

Jerri Wood of Dry Creek Antiques in
Cleveland, Alabama, is shown presenting
Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne Thomas with $140
raised from a donation box located at her
business. 

Dry Creek Antiques Makes
Donation to Zamora

For more information about Shriners Hospitals, call 1-800-237-5055
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Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne
Thomas says:

“Help support the Zamora News
and the work of your temple by 

purchasing a 
sponsorship.”

Let thousands of readers know you support
Zamora Shrine Center while publicizing your

business, Club, or Unit.
Call Moose at 205-792-7586 or email us at 

zamoranewsinfo@gmail.com for more
information or to place your 

sponsorship message TODAY.
Even a $25 ad goes a long way!

Rainbow Girls Hold Annual Meeting at Zamora
Girls between the ages of 11

and 20 who have Masonic ties
are eligible for the International
Order of the Rainbow for Girls.
The purpose of the organization
is to help young ladies grow
their self-esteem as well as build
character of the members. This
process is done by teaching key
principles of charity, hope, and
service.
The Alabama Chapter recent-

ly met at Zamora Shrine Center
June 26-30 to hold their annual
meeting. A large number of
members along with parents,
adult leaders, and dignitaries
from around the state met for
four days to conduct the busi-
ness of the order as well as to
enjoy one another’s company
and have a little fun.
On Thursday, June 27,

Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne
Thomas and Chief Rabban Kirk
“Moose” Pearson were invited
to take part in one of their “offi-
cial ceremonies.” The two

Shriners joined with two other
guests to become honorary
Rainbow Girls. Among shouts
and laughter, the group followed
the directions of their “big sis-
ters”. Upon being invested with
membership certificates,
Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne
Thomas expressed  his thanks
for the invitation and declared
how much fun he had taking
part in the ceremony. 
The Rainbow Girls presented

Zamora Shrine with a check to
be used, “as the Potentate saw

fit.” Chief Rabaan Kirk Pearson
went back the following night to
address the group at the conclu-
sion of their meeting. He shared
with those in attendance the pur-
pose of the Shrine is to have fun
and help children. He elaborated
that Shriners help children by
supporting 22 hospitals. He then
encouraged all that if they
should find a child that could
benefit by Shriners Hospitals for
Children to please contact
Zamora so we could lead them
in the right direction.

DeMolay Conclave Held at Zamora
July 11-14, Zamora Shrine Center saw

its future. The state Conclave for DeMolay
International met for their annual meeting.
DeMolay is a leading organization for
youth leadership. The key purpose of
DeMolay, is to shape young men into lead-
ers of character.
The organization focuses on key values

as well as accepting the challenges that
come with leadership. Each member of
DeMolay takes ownership of his own
experience. With guidance from their lead-

ers, called Dads, they young men generate
ideas, plan events, coordinate the logistics
of those events, and finally executing their
plans.
Recognizing the importance of support-

ing the young men who will eventually
become Masons and Shriners, several
members of the Zamora Divan met on
Saturday, July 13, to serve the
Birmingham Chapter of DeMolay and
their guests dinner at their awards banquet.

The Communications Unit gave $1000 for the DeMolay boys in honor of
Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne Thomas. The check presentation occurred
during the Kids’ Day at the Temple in June. Left to right, above, are
Emeritus Recorder G. Fred Slaney, Illustrious Sir Jerry Wayne Thomas,
and Communications Unit representative Chris Smith.

Communications Unit Donates to
DeMolay in Honor of Potentate

Chaplain Doug Owens took a break
after serving the DeMolay boys at
their recent conclave. “I just wanted
to sit here and not have to make
decisions,” said Owens as he found
out what the Potentate’s chair and
desk felt like.

Look who’s in the
Potentate’s Office ...
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In remembrance of:
• Harold P. Lischkoff
• Robert C. Barnes
• Donald L. Leach

"Death is a black camel that
kneels unbidden at every
gate.”

Attention Road Runners
Dear Fellow Road Runners,
It’s time for our annual meeting at Zamora

Temple. We will meet on Thursday, September
19, 2019, at 6:00. We will enjoy a covered dish
supper. Please bring a dessert or vegetable to
share, meat and drinks will be provided. We will
move immediately into our meeting at 7:00.
For the meeting, we will review safety proce-

dures, HIPPA rules, Sexual Harassment policy, as

well as updating drivers records. Please RSVP by
Monday, September 16 at 205-956-3636 and tell
us what dessert or vegetable you are bringing.
We sincerely hope you will plan to attend and

look forward to seeing you and your Lady.
Fraternally,
Winston Each
Hospital Transportation Chairman

Nobles Meet to Plan This Year’s Lineville Car Show
The force behind Zamora’s single

largest donation to the Shriner
Hospital for Children in Greenville,
South Carolina is the Lineville Car
Show. This is a weekend long event
where car enthusiasts can show off
their vehicles as well as shop at a large
“swap meet” for parts and supplies.
This event does not just happen. It is
the result of year long planning by
several dedicated individuals
A meeting to plan for the Lineville

Car Show was held on July 24 at 6:35
in Zamora’s Club and Unit Room.
Several topics were discussed such as
getting fliers requesting donations for
goody bags, having a dinner for local
political leaders, as well as holding
another planning meeting on October
18 at a local BBQ restaurant.
Following the initial information

session, the floor was opened up for
questions. Assistant Rabban Tim
Vaughan requested a list of the Board

of Directors for the event, the LLC
status for the Car show and 501C sta-
tus, as well as who is responsible for
insurance. Captain of the Guard
Richard Johnson encouraged the
group to coordinate parking so they
can be better organized.
If you or someone you know has an

interest is this event, make plans to
drive to Lineville, Alabama
November 2 and 3 to support this
worthwhile event.

Membership Chairman Richard Johnson joined other
Nobles at the Deer Expo selling Sportsmen Giveaway
tickets at the BJCC.

Membership
Committee Hard at

Work

We need your stories, photos, & events!
Help us make the

Zamora News even better!
Email us at zamoranewsinfo@gmail.com

Chief Rabban Kirk “Moose” Pearson, Jr. met
longtime Shriners Hospital for Children
National Patient Ambassador Alec
Cabacungan during the Imperial Session in
Nashville. 

Moose Meets Alec An Illustrious Selfie

Thank you for your support!
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Paper Sale Kickoff Held at Zamora
First Ceremonial Master

Danny Williams led the annual
Paper Sale Kickoff on July 9.
After a delicious meal was
enjoyed by those in attendance,
Noble Williams shared his first
experience with a Paper Sale. In
Erwin, Tennessee, where he
grew up. Danny Williams
explained that his father sent
him through their town. He gave
him ten dollars and instructed
him that when, “those men in
funny hats stop you at the red
light, give them five dollars, and
they will give you a paper. Put
that paper on the seat and come
back through town. When they
stop you  from the other direc-
tion, give them the other five
dollars, and put that paper on the
dash so everyone will know you
supported the Shriners.” He
asked what to do with the sec-
ond paper and was instructed to
put that in his truck so everyone
would see it and know he sup-
ported the Shriners too!

Noble Williams
continued his person-
al testimony, with a
story about his niece
named Courtney. As a
young lady, Courney
was involved in a
tragic car accident
and was burned over
60% of her body.
When his mother called to make
him aware, Dan immediately
told her that he could make
some calls and get Courtney in
the best burn hospital, Shriners
Hospitals for Children. His
mother shared with him that she
had already had no less than
four calls from Shriners in their
hometown offering the same
thing.
Hospital Transportation

Chairman Winston Each spoke
next explaining that he does his
job out of love. He loves the
drivers who devote so much
time, and in his words, “make
this job easy..” He encouraged

those in attendance to get more
involved with the Road
Runners.
Greenville Shrine Hospital

for Children Board of
Governors member Greg
Gregerson reported on the status
of the hospital. He explained
that Zamora has signed up 12
new patients this year. He elabo-
rated on the need to find new
potential patients. He offered
ideas on how this task can be
done by finding new members
for Zamora as well as conduct-
ing outreach in our respective
communities.
Illustrious Sir Gregerson con-

cluded by expressing his appre-
ciation for not only the Road
Runners but for those in atten-
dance in supporting this vital
part of the Shrine. The meeting
ending following the presenta-
tion of several checks for the
Paper Sale.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Effective May 1, 2019,

Noble Bill Turk will be the contact for anyone needing access to
Zamora Park.

His number is 205-362-2016, or you can contact the Temple
Office.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS!
Check out the resources in

shrinersvillage.com.
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Easton and Lorelai Stierwalt, children of partner
Robert Stierwalt of the Birmingham General
Office of New York Life, came by their dad’s office
to help pack “creatures” for delivery to Zamora
Shriners. The more than 50 stuffed animals will
be delivered to the Greenville Shriners Hospital.
The “creatures” were created by Pattie Robinson,
a paralegal at the office.  
Submitted by Bruce Patterson

Helping Shriners Help Kids

The Membership Committee visited Flint Hill
Lodge 810 on July 29. Worshipful Master David
Hobbs welcomed us. Present were Richard
Johnson, Zac Ingram, and Alec Touchton. Also,
past Potentate Glenn Watson was in attendance.
We had a great time meeting all the brothers.
Submitted by Richard Johnson

Membership Committee
Visits Flint Hill Lodge

Remember to support your Blue
Lodge throughout the year!
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Por-Boy Outdoors

Imperial 2019Imperial 2019


